Pediatric cervicofacial actinomycosis.
It is well recognized that cervicofacial actinomycosis is rare in children. We have summarized the cases in the English language literature and reported a recent case from our hospital. In only 10% of clinical situations is actinomycosis the primary diagnosis. Failure to consider actinomycosis in the differential diagnosis of a cervical mass may compromise the ability to make the diagnosis, given the fastidious nature of the most common pathogen, Actinomyces israelii. Indeed, the recovery rate of only 30% in some of the earlier studies of actinomycosis may have been in part due to this oversight. The correct diagnosis, however, is imperative because the treatment of actinomycosis is different from that of routine cervical adenitis in that actinomycosis requires high doses of penicillin over a prolonged time, since it is subject to relapse. Our case serves as a reminder to consider actinomycosis as the possible cause of a cervical mass, not only in adults, but in children as well.